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PROGRAMMA SVOLTO 

 Programma di letteratura: 

The Origins 

Historical and Social background  

Celtic and Roman Britain  

Anglo-Saxon Britain  

Norman England  

LITERARY BACKGROUND The Middle Ages  

The Anglo-Saxon Age 

After the Norman Conquest 

Beowulf 

Beowulf’s funeral 

The Domesday Book, 

The Wars of Successions, 

the Plantagenet and Henry II, Magna Carta, The Birth of Parliament, 

Medieval Society; 

The Black Death; 

The Wars of the Roses  

Geoffrey Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales.  

Chaucer and Boccaccio 

Anthology: “The General Prologue” (Chaucer); “The Wife of Bath” (Chaucer). Canterbury 

Cathedral 

JOHN BALL Political Speech All men were created equal 

EVERYMAN Morality Play Death’s Call  

The Renaissance 

Historical context: the rise of the Tudor Dynasty, the Reformation, 



 

 

the Reign of Elizabeth I - Elizabethan entertainment The Stuart Dynasty Shakespeare Why 

do we study Shakespeare? 

What do we acquire through studying Shakespeare? 

Shakespeare’s life; The language genius; the comedian; the tragic playwright; the historian; 

the poet. 

The First Folio 1623 - Shakespeare’s Canon 

Shakespeare’s Legacy in the English language 

Romeo & Juliet 

The Prologue 

A pair of star-crossed lovers 

Macbeth 

The Dagger Scene The Stuart Dynasty - James I of England -The Gunpowder Plot -The New 

World -Ireland and the plantation of Ulster -The struggle with Parliament begins - Power 

Through Portraits  

THE ARMADA PORTRAIT  

LITERARY BACKGROUND -The triumph of Sonnets -An age of Exquisite Prose -The 

Golden Age of Drama -Elizabethan playwrights  

THE TWO ELIZABETHS 

Film: The King’s Speech 

William Shakespeare: The greatest Playwright -The First Folio 1623 Shakespeare’s canon -

Comedies and tragedies  

The Tempest 

 

 

Grammar:  

Present simple 

Present continuous 

Past simple- Past continuous- Present Perfect -The Futures 

The conditionals  

 

 


